Approved For Release 2011/09/26 : CIA-RDP05T02051R000100150015-8

Feb. 24 Administration of Ronald Reagan, 1981

combat, he sustained additional wounds to his
head and arms before killing his adversary, He
then continued under devastating fire to carry
the wounded to the helicopter. Upon reaching
the aircraft, he spotted and killed two enemy
soldiers who were rushing the craft from an
angle that prevented the aircraft door gunner
from firing upon them. With little strength re-
maining, he madec onc last trip to the perimeter
to ensure that all classified material had been
collected or destroyed, and to bring in the re-
maining wounded. Only then, in extremely
serious condition from numerous wounds and
loss of blood, did he allow himself to he pulled
into the extraction aircraft. Sergeant Benavidez!
gallant choice to join voluntarily his comrades
who were in critical straits, to expose himself
constantly to withering enemy fire, and his
refusal to be stopped despite numerous severe
wounds, saved the lives of at least eight men.
His fearless personal leadership, tenacious devo-
tion to duty, and extremely valorous actions in
the face of overwhelming odds were in keeping
with the highest traditions of the military serv-
ice, and reflect the utmost credit on him and
the United States Army.

RonALD REAGAN ]

Sergeant Benavider, a nation grateful

to you, and to all your comrades living

and dead, awards you its highest symbol

of gratitude for service above and beyond

the call of duty, the Congressional Medal
of Honor.

[The President presented the award to Master
Sergeant Benavide:z.)

~NOTE: The President spoke at 1:45 p.n. at the
ceremony held in the Inner Court of the
Pentagon.

Prior to the ceremony, Secretary of Defense
Caspar W. Weinberger and M. Sgt. Benavidez
and members of his family met with the Presi-
dent in the Oval Office at the White House.

Suspension of Litigation Against
Iran
Executive Order 12294. February 24, 1981

By the authority vested in me as Presi-
dent by the Constitution and statutes of
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the United States, including Section 203
of the International Emergency Economic
Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1702), Section 301
of Title 3 of the United States Code, Sec-
tion 1732 of Title 22 of the United States
Code, and Section 301 of the National
Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1631), in
view of the continuing unusual and ex-
traordinary threat to the national security,
foreign policy and economy of the United
States upon which were based the declara-
tions of national emergency in Executive
Order No. 12170, issued November 14,
1979, and in Exccutive Order No. 12211,
issued April 17, 1980, in light of the agree-
ment with the Government of Iran, as
reflected in the Declarations of the Gov-
ernment of the Democratic and Popular
Republic of Algeria dated January 19,
1981, relating to the reclease of United
States diplomats and nationals being held
as hostages and to the resolution of claims
of United States nationals against Iran, in
order to implement Article II of the
Declaration of Algeria concerning the
settlement of claims and to begin the proc-
ess of normalization of relations between
the United States and Iran, it is hereby
ordered that as of the effective date of this
Order:

SectioN 1. All claims which may be
presented to the Iran-United States
Claims Tribunal under the terms of Arti-
cle TT of the Declaration of the Govern-
ment of the Democratic and Popular
Republic of Algeria Concerning the Set-
tlement of Claims by the Government of
the United States of America and the
Government of the Islamic Republic of
Iran, and all claims for equitable or other
judicial relief in connection with such
claims, are hereby suspended, except as
they may be presented to the Tribunal.
During the period of this suspension, all
such claims shall have no legal effect in
anv action now pending in any court of
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the United States, including the courts of
any state or any locality thereof, the Dis-
trict of Columbia and Puerto Rico, or in
any action commenced in any such court
after the effective date of this Order.
Nothing in this action precludes the com-
mencement of an action after the effective
date of this Order for the purpose of toll-
ing the period of limitations for com-
mencement of such action.

Skc. 2. Nothing in this Order shall re-
quire dismissal of any action for want of
prosecution.

Skc. 3. Suspension under this Order of
a claim or a portion thercof submitted to
the Iran-United States Claims Tribunal
for adjudication shall terminate upon a
determination by the Tribunal that it does
not have jurisdiction over such claim or
such portion thereof.

Skc. 4. A determination by the Iran-
United States Claims Tribunal on the
merits that a claimant is not entitled to
recover on a claim shall operate as a final
resolution and discharge of the claim for
all purposes. A determination by the Tri-
bunal that a claimant shall have recovery
on a claim in a specified amount shall
operate as a final resolution and discharge
of the claim for all purposes upon pay-
ment to the claimant of the full amount
of the award, including any interest
awarded by the Tribunal.

Sic. 5. Nothing in this Order shall ap-
ply to any claim concerning the validity
or payment of a standby letter of credit,
performance or payment bond or other
similar instrument.

Sic. 6. Nothing in this Order shall pro-
hibit the assertion of a counterclaim or
set-off by a United States national in any
judicial proceeding pending or hereafter
commenced by the Government of Iran,
any political subdivision of Iran, or any
agency, instrumentality, or entity con-
trolled by the Government of Iran or any
political subdivision thereof.

Feb. 24

Sec. 7. The Sccretary of the Treasury
is authorized to employ all powers granted
to me by the International Emergency
Fconomic Powers Act and by 22 U.S.C.
§ 1732 to carry out the purposes of this
Order.

Src. 8. Executive Order Nos. 12276
through 12285 of January 19, 1981, are
ratified.

This Order shall be effective immedi-
ately and copies shall be transmitted o
the Congress.

RonaLD REAGAN
The White House,

February 24, 1981

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
3:04 p.m., February 24, 1981]

Suspension of Litigation Against
Iran

Message to the Congress. February 24, 1981

To the Congress of the United States:

Pursuant to Scction 204(b) of the In-
ternational Emergency Economic Powers
Act (IEEPA), 50 U.S.C. 1703 (b)), I have
today exercised the authority granted by
this Act to suspend certain litigation
against Iran.

1. The circumstance necessitating the
exercise of this authority is the imple-
mentation of the Claims Settlement
Agrecment between the United States and
Iran. After a complete review of the
agreements with Iran leading to the re-
lease of the hostages held by Iran I have
decided to implement them.

This order is part of a series of actions
necessary to resolve the national emer-
gencies  declared  in Executive Order
12170 of November 14, 1979 and in
Executive Order 12211 of April 17, 1980
and described in reports submitted to
Congress under the ITEEPA by President
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Carter on November 14, 1979; April 7,
1980; April 17, 1980; and January 19,
1981.

2. Although the hostages have been re-
leased, financial and diplomatic aspects of
the crisis have not yet been resolved and
continue to present an unusual and ex-
traordinary threat to the national security,
foreign policy and economy of the United
States.

3. Thus claims which may be presented
to the Iran-United States Claims Tri-
bunal are suspended in accordance with
the terms of the attached Executive Order
pursuant to the terms of the Claims Set-
tlement Agreement, and my powers under
Article IT of the Constitution, Section
1732 of Title 22, known as the Tlostage
Act, and Section 203 of TEEPA.

I am also ratifying carlier Fxecutive
Orders signed by President Carter on Jan-
uary 19, 1981 to remove anv doubt as to
their effect. an issue that has been raised
in recent litigation challenging them. In
this connection T note that Executive
Orders 12276 through 12285 were all
signed by President Carter and made ef-
fective while he was still in office. The
Report to Congress required by IEFPA
dated January 19. 1981 indicates that
some of the Executive Orders were not
signed until the release of the hostages. an
event that did not occur until after the
end of his term. The report. which was
prepared in advance. did not, hecause of
the press of circumstances. reflect events
precisely as they occurred and to that ex-
tent it stands corrected.

4. The present Executive Order is
necessary for the United States to meet its
obligations under the Claims Settlement
Agreement to peacefully arbitrate certain
claims.

5. The action is taken with respect to
Iran for the reasons outlined above.

RoNaLp REAGAN
The White Touse,
February 24, 1981.
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Nuclear Cooperation With
EURATOM

Executive Order 12295. February 24, 1981

By the authority vested in me as Presi-
dent by the Constitution and statutes of
the United States of America, including
Section 126a(2) of the Atomic Energy Act
of 1954, as amended (42 U.S.C. 2155(a)
(2)), and having determined that, upon
the expiration of the period specified in
the first proviso to Section 126a(2) of such
Act and extended by Executive Order
12193, failure to continue peaceful nuclear
cooperation with the European Atomic
Energy Community would be seriously
prejudicial to the achievement of United
States non-proliferation objectives and
would otherwise jeopardize the common
defense and security of the United States,
and having notified the Congress of this
determination, I hereby extend the dura-
tion of that period to March 10, 1982.

Ro~NALD REAGAN
The White House,
February 24, 1981.

[Filed with the Office of the Fedcral Register,
3:05 p.m., February 24, 1981)

Nuclear Cooperation With
EURATOM

Letter to the Speaker of the House and the
President of the Senate. February 24, 1981

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. Presi-
dent:) .
The United States has been engaged in
nuclear cooperation with the European
Community for many years. This coopera-
tion was initiated under agreements con-
cluded over two decades ago between the
United States and the European Atomic
FEnergy Community (EURATONM) and
extends until December 31. 1995, Since
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